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○ https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2015/03/02/389482158/the-time-

nature-and-racism-teamed-up-to-wipe-out-a-whole-town

○ https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/vanport-oregon-how-countrys-lar

gest-housing-project-vanished-day-180954040/?no-ist

● It was illegal for Black Americans to live in Portland until 1926, but in the 1940s,

WWII caused a labor shortage that drew a migration of Black Americans from the

South.

● Black Americans needed housing, so Vanport was built in 1942 as temporary

housing.

○ It was underfunded and overcrowded.

● In 1948, a dam blocking the Columbia River burst and major flooding began,

flooding that the city decided not to tell residents about. They also chose not to

evacuate the city, causing the town to be entirely wiped out.

History of the Vanport Mosaic

● Resources:

○ https://www.vanportmosaic.org/

● The Vanport Mosaic is a theater/performance group that focuses on memory

activism.

As a goal, we want to place the students in both the time and physical space in

which Walking Through Portland with a Panther takes place. We hope to do so using

our two proposed activities. To situate the students in the time necessary to understand

both the Vanport Mosaic project and the performance itself, it’s important to allow the

students to really engage with their own personal history and community and those of

their peers. This is essential to the idea of memory activism, a core tenant of both the

Vanport Mosaic and Mr. Kent Ford’s Walking Tour. In order to understand our current

cultural and historical context, students will think about times and spaces that are

important to them and their communities, and from there they will learn how to apply this

experience to their analysis of Walking Through Portland With A Panther.

https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2015/03/02/389482158/the-time-nature-and-racism-teamed-up-to-wipe-out-a-whole-town
https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2015/03/02/389482158/the-time-nature-and-racism-teamed-up-to-wipe-out-a-whole-town
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/vanport-oregon-how-countrys-largest-housing-project-vanished-day-180954040/?no-ist
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/vanport-oregon-how-countrys-largest-housing-project-vanished-day-180954040/?no-ist
https://www.vanportmosaic.org/
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WARMUP (~2-3 minutes)

Students will take turns practicing active listening. Students will turn to their neighbors to

make groups of two. Let them decide who will talk first. They will take turns talking for

one minute responding to the following prompt:

● Share a way in which a community that you are a part of (Can be a place or

group of people. Examples include your hometown, school, a group of people

you spend time with) is misperceived. What is this misperception? How does it

affect the community? What information would you want to share to clear it up?

“HISTORY OF PORTLAND” ACTIVITY (25-30 minutes)

This activity seeks to situate students within spaces in their Portland community. What

spaces matter the most to you? What spaces do you remember from Walking Through

Portland With a Panther?

1. Make a timeline of your own history of Portland, using the space above the line. Pay

attention to your family’s history and your own time in Portland. When did your family

arrive in Portland? What city events have you participated in? What communities in

Portland are important to you, and when did you learn about them? When did you meet

the people most important to you in Portland? Feel free to add illustrations. Be ready to

share your timeline with your classmates. [10 minutes]
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2. Add the following events to

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/vanport-oregon-how-countrys-largest-housing-project-vanished-day-180954040/
https://vimeo.com/254712077
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/black_panthers_in_portland/#.ZEo2g3bMKCo







