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Thesis Overview 

For most majors in the Division of Literature and Languages the senior thesis is a detailed study on a 
topic drawn from any of the major fields embraced by the Division. Creative theses for English majors 
require approval from the Creative Thesis Committee and must include a critical introduction or 

http://academic.reed.edu/lit_lang/thesis-dates.html
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6. Library copies due to library. 
 

Requirements for formatting your thesis are found in the College Senior Handbook, which is distributed 
by the Registrar’s Office, (see https://www.reed.edu/registrar/student_resources.html). 
 

The length and organization of Literature and Languages theses vary, but the Division recommends a 
length of 18,000-22,000 words (not including notes and bibliography), divided into chapters with an 
introduction and conclusion. 
 
Suggestions for Research and Writing 

Prior to embarking on the thesis project, make sure to acquaint yourself with various research tools 
available through the library. Some departments will run a special library session for their seniors 

http://vireo.reed.edu/
http://vireo.reed.edu/
/registrar/electronic-thesis-submission-instructions.html
/registrar/electronic-thesis-submission-instructions.html
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2. 

https://vireo.reed.edu/
https://vireo.reed.edu/
/printing-services/thesis-printing.html
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What if I miss the deadline? 
If you miss the 3pm deadline you will be fined. Moreover, by diminishing their time to read your thesis, 
you run the risk of alienating your readers even before they have it in hand. 
 
How is thesis evaluated? 

http://academic.reed.edu/lit_lang/thesis.html
http://academic.reed.edu/lit_lang/thesis-dates.html
http://www.reed.edu/registrar/resources.html
http://web.reed.edu/cis/help/thesis.html

