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device. The artificially high temperature in one room will mean that all other rooms in the system
will be cold.

Please refrain from using space heaters. Aside from the confusion they cause for the heating
system, they are also extremely energy inefficient and a potential fire hazard.

Open Windows
Though it may seem obvious, open windows can be the reason a room isn’t warming to the
desired temperature. If you have your blinds down or curtains drawn shut, please double check
that all the windows are closed so heat doesn’t escape.

Heat Source Blockage
All heating systems require air movement to disperse heat throughout a room. Items stored on
or in front of air vents, radiators, or baseboard heaters may prevent air circulation and heat flow.
Please refrain from storing items on heat sources. This is a potential fire hazard as well.

Closed Vents/Louvers
Often difficult to see, radiator units have louvers (flaps that open and close like vents) that allow
some level of heat control in individual rooms. If your room is heated with a radiator, please
check to make sure the louvers are open. More information is listed below by building.

Preset Heating Schedule/Temperature Maximums
Many buildings allow individual temperature control to an extent, but are governed by
overarching heating maximums and/or scheduled temperature drops in order to be more energy
efficient. In such cases, turning up the local thermostat will not increase the temperature above
the system-wide maximum (i.e. if you turn your thermostat to 80ºF but the building maximum is
only 75ºF, then you will only get to 75ºF).

Buildings where occupancy isn’t expected overnight may experience a temperature drop in the
evening with normal occupancy temperatures returning in the morning. There may be a delay in
warming as the system catches up during the day.

Noise
Radiator systems can create “banging,” “clanging,” “knocking,” or “popping” sounds as they
heat. This is normal and expected. The thermal expansion of metal pipes is the culprit. The
pipes themselves may make the noise, or the brackets holding the pipes may shift and create a
sound.

“Whooshing” or “swirling” noises from radiators are also common. This is caused by the
introduction of new hot wat耀 h
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heat supply but also some noise. “Dripping” or “waterfall-like” sounds are not normal and may
be a sign of a leak. Please report these sounds to Facilities Services.

Forced air systems may also produce noise. A gentle sound of airflow is expected, but if you
hear “banging,” “coughing,” or “scrapping” please let Facilities Services know.

Residence Halls

Anna Mann
Can be adjusted by occupants.
This space is heated with steam through radiators, 0 being off, 5 being high, these white plastic
knobs are manually turned to increase or decrease temperature in the space.

Aspen
Can be adjusted by occ
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ODB
Occupants can adjust settings.
This building is heated via steam generated in the phys�
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icon labeled “central.” The sun logo is heat only, snowflake is AC only, you can adjust your
heating and cooling by hitting the arrow keys.

Sud.



Facilities Services | Reed College Page 11 of 15

Dorothy Johansen (DoJo)
Can be adjusted by occupants.
There is a rooftop gas unit that provides heat for this building. Local thermostat control is
located on the wall inside the building.

Educational Technology Center (ETC)
Centrally controlled, occupants cannot adjust settings.
Heat is supplied by the Central Plant to the Library where it is converted to hot water in the
penthouse. The water is pumped from the Library to ETC where it supplies the heat to two large
air handlers that provided tempered air to the building (@♖ᜀa h(e
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